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Mentor # 1 
 

• Dr. Joanne Kurtzberg, Pediatric Bone Marrow 
Transplantation at Duke University Medical Center 

Contracts a small percentage of 
my clinical time 

Encourages clinical research 

Meets regularly with me 

I observe her grow as a leader in 
her field 



Mentor # 2 
 

• Dr. Mel Levine, Director for the Center of Development 
and Learning at UNC 

Provides space and initial 
resources 

Recognizes the importance of my 
work 

Challenges me to become 
independent 



The NFRD 

• Where is the funding? 

• Multidisciplinary team 

• Clinical service 

• No time for research 



Krabbe Disease 
 





August 2006 

Newborn Screening for Krabbe 
Disease is implemented in New 
York State 





Mentor # 3 
 

Dr. Joseph Piven, Director of the
Neurodevelopmental Research Center (NDRC) at
UNC 

Common research interests 
 

Has experience with NIH
grants 

Identifies key resources
within UNC 

Serves as a role model 



Mentor # 4 

• Dr. Eugene Orringer 
Provides funding to protect 
research time 

Identifies mentors at different 
levels 

Supports all aspects of my 
work (clinical, research, 
academic) 

Available when crisis strikes! 



My first NIH grant – R01 
DTI as a tool to identify babies with Krabbe Disease in need of 

urgent treatment 

In a prospective study of 100 babies with low GALC enzyme, determine 
if DTI can identify which newborns will develop infantile Krabbe Disease 



Mentor # 5 
 

• Dr.Janet Rubin 
“Don't despair. IT"S ALL GOOD. 

No one can take away 
SIGNIFICANCE, NOVELTY and 
IMPACT away from you. 

You go girl”. 



 

Mentor # 6 
 

• Dr. Margaret  Gourley 
“Today I had to see patients until late, and 
work on some issues we had with the 
budget. I still need to send drafts of letters,  
look at the abstract, environment and data 
dissemination. Grrrrrr” Maria 

I can put in a few hours of work after 8:30 
tonight. Overall, you are in great shape. I will be on 
call on Friday night and in clinic on 
Saturday. Although I might have to take a nap first, 
I can help you late Saturday PM. On Sunday, you 
can do the page count on the full file so we know 
how close it is to 25 pp. Then you can trim and 
refine.” Margaret 



R01 Funded! 
 


